Antibodies against human retinal proteins in serum from patients with cone dystrophy.
Eleven patients with cone dystrophy were examined for serum antibodies against human retinal proteins. Sera were screened by immunoblotting methods using human retinal proteins as antigens. Three cases from different families showed a distinct band at the molecular weight of 14 kDa; the hereditary pattern of these seropositive cases was autosomal recessive or sporadic with parental consanguinity. The serum antibodies were negative in the other sporadic or autosomal dominant cases of cone dystrophy with similar clinical features, in cases of various ocular diseases including macular dystrophies, and in healthy adults. No sera tested showed any specific antibodies against proteins from the human optic nerve or spinal cord.